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her touch they sprang into life. She always went to the
heart of things and the heart of things is never dull.
" The dreary platitudes which are printed in many
educational reports and books on teaching make a painful
contrast with her unforgettable setting of familiar truths.
She was absolutely sincere in her appreciations, and had
found that to be sincere intellectually one must work hard.
It is so much easier to stay on the surface of things, and
there to echo the catchwords of the day.
" She was no believer in the value of public examinations
for children; she maintained further that few women love
learning in an entirely disinterested way, but she was willing
and even anxious that those who taught in the schools of
the Sacred Heart should acquire the indispensable paper
qualifications. When c science * became the rage, about
1900, and it was gravely stated that the balance is one of
the chief instruments for moral training, she saw to it that
physical and chemical laboratories should be set up and
duly used. To all the fads of the hour in the educational
world she paid the attention that was indispensable and no
more/* Reverend Mother Stuart developed the reading
rootn at Roehampton; she placed the responsibility of
games and holidays, of charities, and in some measure of
details of discipline in the hands of the elder girls. She
founded the Old Girls' Association, and lent her strong
support to every noble and serious enterprise.
When Mother Stuart entered at Roehampton, the
mistress-general was Mother Henrietta Kerr,1 whose
1 Mother Henrietta Kerr was bom in 1842, at Dittisham, Devonshire, and
educated in Lord Henry Kerr's beautiful place at Huntlybiirn, near Abbotsford.
She xmde her noviceship at Conflans, and spent some years at the Trinita dei
MoQti, Rome, before she came to Roehampton as mistress-general* These notes
are taken from a sketch of Mother Kerr's life published in the Roehampton Cbromcle
in May 1934. The facts are based on her published life. See Bibliography.
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